
Splittin’	
  the	
  Raft	
  Media	
  Coverage:	
  
	
  

Newspapers/Online	
  Magazines	
  
Atlanta	
  Journal	
  Constitution	
  	
  	
   May	
  17,	
  2011	
  	
   	
   Living	
  Section	
  –	
  “Briefs”	
  	
  

	
   	
   “KSU	
  gets	
  grant	
  for	
  Splittin’	
  the	
  Raft”	
  

KSU	
  Website	
  Homepage	
   	
   April	
  –	
  August	
  2011	
   	
   Headline	
  Article	
  

	
   	
   “KSU	
  recives	
  NEA	
  grant	
  for	
  production	
  of	
  Splittin’	
  the	
  Raft”	
  

Douglas	
  County	
  Sentinel	
   	
   Sunday,	
  October	
  7,	
  2011	
   Feature	
  Article	
  	
  

“Twain-­‐based	
  Splittin’	
  the	
  Raft	
  set	
  at	
  the	
  Cultural	
  Arts	
  Center”	
  

Newton	
  County	
  Citizen	
   	
   October	
  2,	
  2011	
   	
   Feature	
  Article/Interview	
  

	
   	
   “History	
  Re-­‐Examined:	
  Splittin’	
  the	
  Raft	
  puts	
  new	
  spin	
  on	
  Huck	
  Finn”	
  

Rockdale	
  County	
  Citizen	
   	
   October	
  2,	
  2011	
   	
   Feature	
  Article/Interview	
  

	
   	
   ”“History	
  Re-­‐Examined:	
  Splittin’	
  the	
  Raft	
  puts	
  new	
  spin	
  on	
  Huck	
  Finn”	
  

Northeast	
  Georgian	
  	
   	
   	
   November	
  2,	
  2011	
  	
   	
   Feature	
  Article	
  	
  

	
   	
   “Regional	
  Premiere	
  of	
  Splittin’	
  the	
  Raft	
  to	
  be	
  performed”	
  

White	
  County	
  News	
  	
   	
   	
   November	
  3	
  &	
  10,	
  2011	
   Feature	
  Article	
  

	
   	
   “Regional	
  Premiere	
  of	
  Splittin’	
  the	
  Raft	
  to	
  be	
  performed	
  at	
  SNCA”	
  

Flourish	
  Online	
   	
   	
   January	
  24,	
  2012	
   	
   Feature	
  Article	
  

	
   	
   “Splittin’	
  the	
  Raft	
  to	
  perform	
  in	
  Kennedy	
  Center	
  American	
  College	
  Theatre	
  Festival”	
  

Marietta	
  Daily	
  Journal	
   	
   January	
  27,	
  2012	
   	
   Lifestyle	
  Section	
  –	
  “Newsworthy”	
  

	
   	
   “KSU	
  Theatre	
  Students	
  to	
  Present	
  Special	
  Performance”	
  

Radio	
  
WMLB	
  1690/	
  The	
  Voice	
  of	
  the	
  Arts	
   January	
  27&	
  28,	
  2012	
   Larry	
  Larson	
  interviews	
  H.	
  Long.	
  	
  	
  

	
   	
   “Onstage	
  with	
  Splittin’	
  the	
  Raft”	
  
Onstage is a weekly program, which spotlights actors, writers and directors from live theatre in Atlanta and around the world. 

	
  

Television	
  
Cobb	
  TV	
  23	
   	
   	
   	
   July	
  25	
  –	
  August	
  1,	
  2011	
   5	
  min.	
  interview	
  w/	
  Cast	
  &	
  Director	
  

	
   	
   “KSU	
  gets	
  the	
  ‘Arts	
  Education	
  in	
  American	
  Communities	
  Grant’”	
  

Cobb	
  TV	
  23	
   	
   	
   	
   February	
  15	
  –	
  29	
  	
   	
   5	
  min.	
  interview	
  w/	
  Director	
  

	
   	
   “Raft	
  invited	
  to	
  perform	
  at	
  Kennedy	
  Center/	
  American	
  College	
  Theatre	
  Fest.”	
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KSU receives NEA grant for production of  the Raft" 
Project will foster community engagement 

For media inquiries; Cheryl Anderson Brown, Director of Public Relations, 
770-499-3417 or  

KENNESAW, G a . - T h e National 
Endowment for the Arts recently 
awarded the Kennesaw State 
University Department of Theatre, 
Performance Studies & Dance with 
the Arts Education in American 
Communities grant In support of the 
upcoming production of the play 
"Spiitt in' the Raft."  new theatre 
production fulfills KSU President 
Daniel S. Papp's call for "The Engaged 
University." 

After a six-night run In the Black Box 
Theater at KSU, Sept. 20-25, the 
production will travel to be performed 
at various community arts 
organizations and schoois, Including 
The Cultural Arts Council of 
Douglasvllle in Douglas County, The 
Arts Association in Newton County, 
The Earl Smith Strand Theatre In 
Marietta and various high schools in 
North Georgia. 

Associate      cast  

 lite   left)  Sparks. 

  Rob      er. 

 by Tracte  

"This project is exemplary in its community engagement," says John Gentile, chair of the 
department. "I t brings a canonical work of American literature and a thoughtful consideration of 
contemporary social issues Involving diversity to today's students in the greater Atlanta 
community." 

Written by Scott Kaiser, "Spiittin' the Raft" Is a dramatic adaptation of the Mark Twain classic 
"The Adventures of Huckleberry  as seen through the eyes of the great orator and 
abolitionist Frederick Douglass. The play, featuring African-American spirituals and songs by 
Stephen Foster, will be directed by Associate Professor Harrison Long. " I 'm very excited," Long 
explains. "We have an amazing cast which reflects the range and diversity of our talented student 
body. It's amazing to see the quality of our students and how they have grown in recent years." 
Rehearsals, which will feature five to seven performers playing a total of more than 30 
characters, will begin in July. 

To prepare students and audience members for the play, a web site will be created  an 
electronic curriculum guide, historical Information, biographies, photographs and journal entries 
documenting the rehearsal process. Audience members and workshop participants will be 
encouraged to post comments before and after each performance. In addition, the performers 
and the director will conduct a  discussion following each performance. 

Long served as primary writer of the grant with assistance from Associate Professor Dean Adams. 
Long says that the pre- and  activities are important because they will help the 
audience grasp the theme behind the production, particulary in light of the recent controversy 
surrounding the use of derogatory language in the novel. "It's Important that the students 
understand the social, historical and literary contexts of this material. Both Twain's text and 
Kaiser's adaptation foreground the social injustice of 19th-century America. We don't want to 
hide from the atrocities of the past or pretend they didn't happen. Instead, we intend to examine 
these events critically and, in the process, learn something valuable about the current age." 

Kennesaw State University is the third-largest university in Georgia, offering more than 70 
graduate and undergraduate degrees, including new doctorates in education, business and 

http://www.kennesaw.edu/arts/COTA_News/2011/04-27-ll_splltt ln_raft.shtml Page 1 of 2 



 
Splittin’ the Raft Production Website 

 
(Harrison Long-Director/Project Head) 

 
Features a study guide, historical information, lesson plans, photos, articles and a documentary film about our research 
and creative process. Two students presented their work at the 2012 KSU Symposium for Student Research. Prof. Long’s 
article “This Side of the Mississippi” outlines the challenges of touring the controversial work in schools. Students and 
educators logged on before and after seeing the award-winning production, which was featured on the KSU homepage.  

	
  

	
  
	
  

Headline on the Kennesaw State University homepage 

	
  




